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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1. An \nf ormation providing apparatus comprising: 
storage m^ans for storing information, relevant 
information whioji is relevant to the information, and 
features of the ih^formation for each category of the 
information ; 

acquiring means :&pr acquiring information to be 
searched for; 

determining means foV determining a category to which 
the information acquired said acquiring means belongs; 

extracting means for extracting features of the 
information acquired by said acquiring means; 

comparing means for compar\ng the features of the 
information which belongs to the Ncategory determined by said 
determining means with the feature^ extracted by said 
extracting means, the former feature^ being stored in said 
storage means; and 

searching means for searching for ^he target relevant 
information stored in said storage meansVbased on the result 
of the comparison performed by said compam.ng means . 



2 . An information providing apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the category has a hierarchical structure. 



3 . An information providing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 , whereiri said determining means determines the 
category based onVa digital watermark, the digital watermark 
being inserted in the information acquired by said acquiring 
means . \ 

4 . An information Vi^oviding method comprising the 
steps of: \ 

storing information, rVlevant information which is 
relevant to the information , Nand features of the information 
for each category of the information; 

acquiring information to be\ searched for; 

determining a category to whxch the information 
acquired in said acquiring step beibngs; 

extracting features of the infoAnation acquired in said 
acquiring step; \ 

comparing the features of the information which belongs 
to the category determined in said determining step with the 
features extracted in said extracting step\ the former 
features being stored in said storing step; ^nd 

searching for the target relevant information stored in 
said storing step based on the result of the comparison 
performed in said comparing step. \ 



5. A recording medium having a computer -readable 
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program imp\ementing a method comprising the steps of: 

storing information, relevant information which is 
relevant to thfe information, and features of the information 
for each category of the information; 

acquiring information to be searched for; 
determining a Category to which the information 
acquired in said acquiring step belongs; 

extracting featur^es of the information acquired in said 
acquiring step; 

comparing the features of the information which belongs 
to the category determines in said determining step with the 
features extracted in said\ extracting step, the former 
features being stored in said storing step; and 

searching for the targetX relevant information stored in 
said storing step based on the\ result of the comparison 
performed in said comparing st€ 



6. An information providing apparatus comprising: 

acquiring means for acquiring information to be stored; 

determining means for determining a category to which 
the information acquired by said acquiring means belongs; 

inserting means for inserting a digital watermark in 
the information acquired by said acquirang means, the 
digital wateirmark corresponding to the category determined 
by said determining means ; 
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Storage means for storing the information in which the 
digital warermark is inserted by said inserting means; and 

delivers means for delivering the information stored in 
said storage means via a network. 

7 . An information providing method comprising the 
steps of: \ 

acquiring inf donation to be stored; 

determining a c^egory to which the information 
acquired in said acquiring step belongs; 

inserting a digit a A watermark in the information 
acquired in said acquiring step, the digital watermark 
corresponding to the categqry determined in said determining 
step; \ 

storing the information mi which the digital watermark 
is inserted in said inserting step; and 

delivering the information stored in said storing step 
via a network. \ 

8. A recording medium having a computer -readable 
program implementing a method comprising the steps of : 

acquiring information to be stored; 
determining a category to which the information 
acquired in said acquiring step belongs\ 

inserting a digital watermark in thev information 
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acquired inlaid acquiring step, the digital watermark 
corresponding\to the category determined in said determining 
step; \ 

storing the Vlnf ormation in which the digital watermark 
is inserted in said inserting step; and 

delivering the\ information stored in said storing step 
via a network. \ 



